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Faílte – A Warm Welcome
Dear Friends,
It is with great pleasure that I extend a 
warm welcome to all of you as we gather 
in Castleisland for the 32nd annual Patrick 
O’Keeffe Traditional Music Festival. It’s 
remarkable to reflect on the festival’s 
journey since its inception in 1993, thirty-
two years ago.

A Five-Day Celebration
Maintaining its five-day format introduced 
in 2022, this year’s festival thrives on the 
unwavering support of our community, which has consistently 
been its lifeblood over the years. The festival committee faced 
challenges this year with an unexpected reduction in funding from 
the Arts Council. Despite this obstacle, our dedicated committee 
persevered, navigating through financial uncertainties while artists 
and plans were already in place. 
We are immensely grateful to our local sponsors for their timely 
support. A special acknowledgment goes to Divanes VW Garage 
Castleisland for stepping up as a Platinum Sponsor, and to Right 
Group, who join us as a Golden Sponsor. Our heartfelt thanks 
also extend to the Castleisland Chamber Alliance and all the local 
businesses that have supported the festival this year.
We offer a traditional Céad Mile Fáilte to both local and visiting 
musicians, whose talents will undoubtedly illuminate our 
celebrations throughout the weekend.

Your Efforts Matter
To the music-loving audiences from near and far, thank you for 
joining us for this momentous occasion. It never ceases to amaze 
us that, each October, people from around the globe make their 
way to Castleisland to partake in the unique musical experience we 
strive to create. We have curated a lineup of music, song, and dance 
that promises to enhance your stay.
Education remains a cornerstone of the festival, with a particular 
focus on the local musical style of Sliabh Luachra. It is encouraging 
to see this aspect of the festival flourish, with classes led by some of 
our finest local and national musicians. These workshops provide 
invaluable opportunities for musicians of all skill levels to refine 
their craft in a supportive environment.
We are fortunate to have seen many students of Patrick O’Keeffe 
and those inspired by his legacy participate in the festival, ensuring 
that his influence endures to this day. 

Gratitude for Support
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to our supporters, 
including the Arts Council of Ireland, Kate Kennelly and her team 
at the Kerry County Council Arts Office, the Kerry Community 
Support Fund, the Community Enhancement Scheme, and the 
Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, and Sport. We also 



extend our gratitude to Fáilte Ireland’s Festival and Participative 
Events Grant and the Castleisland Chamber Alliance, alongside the 
invaluable backing from our local businesses. A special thank you to 
Walsh Colour Print and graphic designer Ashling Hartnett for their 
contributions to this brochure.

Celebrating Volunteerism
We are fortunate to have a dedicated team of volunteers who lend 
their time and energy each year. They assist in classrooms during 
music sessions, support concerts, and collect vital subscriptions 
from local businesses. This year’s response has been heartwarming, 
with many expressing appreciation for the festival’s economic 
impact at this critical time of year.
We are particularly grateful to the many residents of Castleisland 
and the surrounding areas who have provided over 250 extra beds 
to accommodate our expected influx of visitors during the festival.

Honoring Dedication
Lastly, I am thrilled to announce that John Walsh has been 
nominated to receive the 2024 Patrick O’Keeffe Traditional Music 
Festival Award for his dedication to the music of Sliabh Luachra. 
Not only a fine fiddle player, his compositions are heard in Sliabh 
Luachra sessions around the world. Most of you will be surprised to 
learn that John Walsh was one of the catalysts for the founding of 
this festival. It was John’s advocacy that led RTE and Peter Browne 
to produce the seminal documentary honouring Patrick O’Keeffe’s 
life and music. This four-part radio series brought much-deserved 
attention to O’Keeffe, inspiring the community of Castleisland to 
unite in creating a festival in his honour.
We also extend our heartfelt congratulations to our Young 
Musician’s of the Year, Michael Healy from Kilcummin, Kerry, and 
Áine Teape from Ballinspittle, Cork. We wish them every success in 
their future endeavors.

  
- Cormac O'Mahony, Festival Chairperson
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Best Wishes from

Church Street, 
Castleisland

PROP. Aileen Lynch, B.Sc.
(PHARM.), MPSI

Lower Main Street,
Castleisland

Tel: 066 - 71 42479
(Pharmacy and Home)

Best wishes to the 
festival 
from

Jack Shanhan
THE PHARMACY
Church St., Castleisland

Tel: 066 7141225
Email: shanahans.castleisland@

havenpharmacy.ie

Hair Studio
Main St

Castleisland
Tel:  066 7141930

BrennansBrennans

159 Upper Main Street, Castleisland, Co. Kerry
tel: 066 714 2101

Delia O’Donoghue
94 Main St, Castleisland, Co. Kerry

086 159 4788
www.deliaodonoghueceramics.com

Best Wishes From 

Main Street, Castleisland, Co. Kerry 
(087) 125 2418  | (087) 211 6185



Pub Trail - Opening Night  
Thursday 24th October

Best of Luck
from

NOLAN STEEL

RIVERSIDE 
VETERINARY CLINIC

The Craggens, Castleisland

ISLAND HOIST HIRE

087 935 3251

Festival starts on Thursday 24th October with Ireland’s largest 
traditional music session trail. This runs all weekend, starting daily 
at noon and runs until Monday the 28th of October.

Hartnett’s Bar 9.30pm Paudie O’Connor, Joe O’Sullivan and friends

Browne’s Bar
Front 9.30pm Tom O’Connell, Mike Brosnan, Cathal Flood

Shoemakers
Front Bar 8:30pm Con Moynihan, Denis O’Connor and friends

Tom McCarthy’s 
Front Bar 8.30pm Eilis Murphy, Jonathan Roche and friends

Steve Murphy M.V.B & 
Eamonn Breen M.V.B.



www.rightgroup.ie.

Castleisland Business Park,
Tralee Road,
Castleisland,

Co. Kerry

066 714 3631

Electrical and Mechanical Engineering solutions



Friday 25th October
Friday sees our annual Sliabh Luachra 
trad Session in The Presentation Convent 
Secondary School that will be attended 
by students from 12 schools from Sliabh 
Luachra and beyond. Over 160 pupils take 
part. This event went viral on Radio Kerry’s 
Tiktok page last year, with over 260,000 
views. 
Time: 11am
Friday night we have The Seán Keane 
Concert at O Riada’s Bar in Ballymacelligot 8pm. (SOLD OUT)  

Hartnett’s Bar 7.00pm

10.00pm

Aarron Glancy, Timmy Flaherty, Maura O’Connor

Keelan McGrath, Alan Finn, Fionn O’Hanlon, John 
Paul Reynolds

Crown 9.30pm
Derek Hickey, Liam Flanagan, Caoimhin Ó Fearghaill, 
Jaqui Martin

Crown Back Bar 9.30pm
Aidan Connolly, Padraic Keane, Padraig Ó 
Dubhghaill, Gerry Harrington

Castleisland 
Museum 

9.00pm Jackie Daly, Eileen O’Brien, Mary Conroy

Browne’s Bar
Front

9.00pm Oisín MacDiarmada, Dáithí Gormley, Dylan Carlos 

Brownes Back 
Bar

9.30pm Gearoid Curtin, Jessie Healy, Seán Leahy, Keelan 
O’Connor

Shoemakers
Back Bar

9.30pm Danny O’Mahony, Macdara Ó’ Raghallaigh, Mícheal 
Ó Raghallaigh

Shoemakers
Front Bar

5.00pm

9.00pm

Paudie O’Connor, Aoife Ní Chaoimh, Paul de  Grae, 
Peter Browne

Mick O’Brien, Ciara Ní Bhriain, Tom Morrow, Cathal 
Ó Curráin

The Kingdom Bar 9.30pm Therese McInerney, Sharon Howley, Marian Curtin

Tom McCarthy’s
Front

9.00pm Bryan O’Leary, Colm Guilfoyle, Connie O’Connell, 
Eibhlín De Paor

Tom McCarthy’s
Kitchen

10.00pm Carthach Ó Faoláin, Pax Ó Faolain, Rob Fell

River Island 
Con’s Bar 
Downstairs

6.00pm

10.00pm

Mick Culloty, Seán Abeyta, PJ Teehan

Eamonn Meachair, Andrew Caden, Ademar O’Connor, 
Ryan Sheridan

O’Riada’s Bar 8.00pm Sean Keane in Concert
(Sold Out)

(Adjacent to Tom McCarthy’s Bar)

Saturday Classes & Workshops



Saturday Classes & Workshops
Classes in all instruments including Sliabh Luachra 
specific classes at 11 am at the Gaelscoil and St Pats 
Secondary School. 
Venue: Gaelscoil and St Pats Secondary School. 

4 Sliabh Luachra specific classes 
Paudie O Connor, 
Bryan O Leary (online) 
Matt Cranitch 
Aoife Ni Chaoimh

Instrument specific classes 
Fiddle - Oisin Mac Diarmada
Accordion - Derek Hickey 
Accordion - Danny O’Mahony
Concertina - Mícheál Ó Raghallaigh 
Concertina - Greta Curtin 
Flute - Caoimhín Ó Fearghaill

12pm till 1.00 pm ‘The Creative Lens’ 

Former RTE Rolling Wave presenter Peter Browne presenting a 
collection of photographs taken over the years at the festival 
by our Festival PRO John Reidy. It will take place in the newly 
opened Castleisland Museum with guest appearance from 
Gabriel Fitzmaurice. 

2.00pm Pop up Gaeltacht 
The River Island Hotel– Upstairs La Bodega bar Hosted by 
Éamonn Ó’Braoin

Sat Afternoon Sliabh Luachra Fiddle Recital at 2pm in The 
Ivy Leaf Arts Centre 

Matt Cranitch, Aoife Ni Chaoimh, Nicky McAuliffe, Anne McAuliffe, 
John Walsh, Raymond O’ Sullivan, Connie O’Connell, Roisin O’ 
Connor, Diarmuid O’Brien, Emma O’Leary, Caoimhe Flannery. 

Hosted by Aidan Connolly.

With Special Guest CaoimhÍn Ó Raghallaigh

Admission €10

Uillean Pipes - Mick O’ Brien 
Banjo - Clionadh Costello 
Banjo - Elaine Reilly
Tin Whistle - Éimhear Flannery 
Guitar - John Blake 
Mandolin - Declan Corry



Singing Concert- Hartnetts Bar 3.30pm

Niamh Farell, Cathal Ó Curráin, Mickey MacConnell & Tim Dennehy.

Admission €10

Album Launches- Venue Ivy Leaf Arts Centre Time 5pm 

FREE ENTRY

Oisín Mac Diarmada, Daithí Gormley & Samantha Harvey 
The Friel Sisters 
Elaine Reilly 

Sliabh Luachra Concert in association with Divanes Garage
The River Island Hotel 8pm 
Jackie Daly, Matt Cranitch, Caoimhe & Éimhear Flannery,  
Paul de Grae. 
Paudie O’Connor, Aoife Ní Chaoimh, 
Connie O’Connell, Éibhlin de Paor. 

Bryan O’Leary, Colm Guilfoyle, Matt 
Griffin
Diarmuid O’Brien & Donal O’Sullivan
Con Moynihan, Denis O’Connor,  
Joe O’Sullivan. 
Gerry Harrington & Aidan Connolly. 
Andrea Palandri & Padraic Keane. 

Presentation to John Walsh– Dedication to the Music of Sliabh 
Luachra Award 

Patrick O’Keeffe Young Musician Award (Male & Female) Michael 
Healy (accordion player from Kilcummin) and Áine Teape (flute 
player from Ballinspittle, Cork). 



Saturday 26th October

Hartnett’s Bar 12.00pm

3.30pm

Aaron Glancy, Timmy Flaherty, John Paul Reynolds

Singing Concert
Niamh Farrell, Cathal Ó Curráin, Tim Dennehy, 
Mickey MacConnell
(Admission €10)

The Crown 1.00pm

4.00pm

Tom O’Connell, Niall O’Connor, Cathal Flood,  
Kirill Healy

Derek Hickey, Jaqui Martin, Liam Flanagan

The Crown
Back Bar

5.00pm UCC Tradfest Battle of Band  Winners
Riona Ní Chuirrín, Kate Reilly, Ryan Murphy, 
Liam Broderick

Castleisland 
Museum

1.00pm

4.00pm

Therese McInerney, Sharon Howley, Marian Curtin

Padraic Keane, Andrea Palandri, Caoimhin O 
Fearghaill

Browne’s Bar
Front

2.00pm Darragh Horan, Greta Curtin, Jessie Healy, Seán 
Leahy

Browne’s Bar
Back Bar

6.00pm Siún Ní Ghlacáin, Pádraig Óg MacAogháin, Ruth 
McCrohan, Conor Crimmins

Shoemakers
Back Bar

5.00pm Liam O’Brien, Deirdre Hurley, Padraig O Dubhghaill, 
Ciara Ní Bhriain

Shoemakers
Front Bar

1:00pm

4.00pm

Macdara Ó Raghallaigh, Mícheál Ó Raghallaigh, 
Dylan Carlos

Danny O Mahony, Liz Kane, Yvonne Kane, Tom 
Morrow

The Kingdom Bar 1.30pm Joe Mannion, Nia Byrne, Lily O’Connor

The Kingdom Bar
Pool Room

4.30pm Siún Ní Ghlacáin, Pádraig Óg MacAogháin, Ruth 
McCrohan, Marty Barry

Tom McCarthy’s 
Front Bar

3.00pm Carthach Ó Faolain, Pax Ó Faolain, Rob Fell

Tom McCarthy’s 
Kitchen

6.00pm Sean Mckeon, John Blake, Mairead Hurley, Caoimhin 
Ó Fearghaill,

River Island 
Con’s Bar 
Downstairs

2:00pm

5.00pm

Bryan O’Leary, Colm Guilfoyle, Billy Clifford

Gary Curley, Stephen McKee, Mickey Fearon

(Adjacent to Tom McCarthy’s Bar)



Saturday Night Pub Trails

Hartnett’s Bar 7.00pm

10.00pm

Céin Sweeney, Dylan Carlos, Tom Morrow, Peter 
McKenna

Damien Mullane, Jeremy Spencer, Seán O’Meara, 
Conor Broderick

The Crown 7.00pm

10.00pm

Eamonn Ó Meachair, Seamus Noonan, Lily O’Connor, 
Ryan Sheridan

Jonathan Roche, Eilis Murphy, Niamh Dalton, Conor 
Broderick

The Crown
Back Bar

Open Session

Castleisland 
Museum

6.30pm

9.30pm

Open Session

Liz Kane, Yvonne Kane, John Blake, Cliodhna Costello

Browne’s Bar
Front

5.30pm

9.00pm

Sinead McKenna, Rachel Masterson, Mickey Fearon, 
Gearoid Curtin

Clare Friel, Sheila Friel, Anna Friel, Cathal Ó Curráin

Browne’s Bar
Back Bar

9.30pm Maura O’Connor, Micheál Broderick, Pádraig Enright, 
Thomas Barrett

Shoemakers
Back Bar

9.30pm Darragh Horan, Greta Curtin, Jessie Healy, Seán 
Leahy

Shoemakers
Front Bar

10:00pm Danny O’Mahony, Macdara Ó Raghallaigh, Mícheal Ó 
Raghallaigh, Paddy Tutty

The Kingdom Bar 7.00pm

10.00pm

Therese McInerney, Sharon Howley, Marian Curtin, 
Declan Corey

Keelan McGrath, Alan Finn, John Paul Reynolds

Tom McCarthy’s 
Front Bar

9.30pm Sinead McKenna, Peter McKenna, Mickey Fearon

River Island 
Con’s Bar 
Downstairs

10:00pm Oisín MacDiarmada, Daithí Gormley, Elaine Reilly, 
Padraig Ó Dubhghaill

O’Riada’s Bar 9.00pm Aidan Coffey, Seamus Sands, Paddy Tutty

(Adjacent to Tom McCarthy’s Bar)



Sunday 27th October
Kids Trad Session 
Time: 2.30pm
Venue: Ivy leaf Arts Centre.  
Young musicians of all levels welcome to come and experience 
the joy of a session at The Patrick O’Keeffe Festival. This event 
will cater to all abilities. Hosted by Emma O’Leary and Maura 
O’Connor.

Céilí Mór– Donie Nolan Céilí Band                                                                                                                                             
Time: 3pm 
Venue: An Riocht Pavillion  

4pm - Open Singing Session 
All singers and listeners welcome   
Hosted by Joe Walsh 
Venue: Con’s Bar (Down Stairs) River Island Hotel

4pm - Sunday Afternoon– Lectures- Ivy Leaf Arts Centre 

The Life of Terry Cuz Teahan– Niamh Ni Charra 

The Tony MacMahon Sliabh Luachra Collection– Liam O Connor 
(ITMA) 

Sunday Night Concert- The River Island Hotel 8pm 

The Kane Sisters & John Blake. 

Caoimhín Ó Raghallaigh & Mick O’Brien. 

Liam O’Connor & Seán McKeon. 

Derek Hickey, Liam Flanagan, Caoimhín Ó Fearghaill.

Danny O’Mahony, Macdara Ó Raghallaigh, Mícheál Ó Raghallaigh.

Festival Club- Night Owls, The River Island Hotel- 
11pm until late 

Rollicking High Energy Trad 
Bands

Damien Mullane, Conor 
Broderick & Seán O’Meara. 

Greta Curtin, Jessie Healy, 
Seán Leahy, Keelan O’Connor  
& Eoin Murphy. 

Trad Disco with D.J. Conor 
Crimmins 



Sunday 27th October

Hartnett’s Bar 1.00pm

4.30pm

Liam O’Brien, Deirdre Hurley, Andrew Caden, Deirdre 
O’Brien
Gary Curley, Stephen McKee, Declan Corey, Conor 
Crimmins

The Crown 12.00pm

3.00pm

Derek Hickey, Jacqui Martin, Cliodhna Costello, Sean 
Mckeon 

Mary Crowley, Johnny Connolly, Anne McAulliffe, 
Nicky McAulliffe

The Crown
Back Bar

4.00pm Keelan McGrath, Alan Finn and John Paul Reynolds 

Castleisland 
Museum

1.30pm

4.00pm - 
7.00pm

Roisin O Connor, Sean Butler, Kiril Healy

Puppet Show

Browne’s Bar
Front

1.00pm

4.00pm

Danny O Mahony, Michael O Raghalaigh, Macdara 
O Raghalaigh

Jackie Daly, Matt Cranitch, Paul De Grae, Eileen O 
Brien

Browne’s Bar
Back Bar

6.00pm Joe Mannion, Eamonn Ó Meachair, Nia Byrne, 
Méabh Smyth

Shoemakers
Back Bar

1.00pm

4.00pm

Mick O Brien, Caoimhín O Ragahallaigh, Paudie O 
Connor, Aoife Ni Chaoimh

Bryan O’Leary, Colm Guilfoyle, and Matt Griffin 

Shoemakers
Front Bar

1:30pm

4.00pm

Liz Kane, Yvonne Keane, Orlaith McAuliffe, John 
Blake

Céin Sweeney, Dylan Carlos, Paddy Tutty, Mairead 
Hurley

The Kingdom Bar 2.00pm Ryan Sheridan, Joe DeGeorgeo, Eamonn Ó Meachair
Ademar O’Connor

The Kingdom Bar 
Pool Room

5.00pm Mike Kelliher, Donal Cullinane, Cathal Flood

Tom McCarthy’s 
Front Bar

2.00pm Pat Fleming, Conor Daly, Timmy Connors, Marie 
Cotter

Tom McCarthy’s 
Kitchen

4.30pm Joe Mannion, Nia Byrne, Lily O’Connor, Marty Barry

River Island 
Con’s Bar 
Downstairs

1:00pm

4.00pm

Clare Friel, Sheila Friel, Anna Friel, Cathal Ó Curráin

Open Singing Session
All Singers Welcome
Hosted By Joe Walsh

(Adjacent to Tom McCarthy’s Bar)



Sunday Night Pub Trails

Hartnett’s Bar 7.00pm

10.00pm

Jonathan Roche, Eilis Murphy, Sean Leahy, Jeremy 
Spencer

Céin Sweeney, Peter McKenna, Meabh Smyth, Marty 
Barry

The Crown 6.00pm

10.00pm

Siún Ní Ghlacáin, Pádraig Óg MacAogháin, Ruth 
McCrohan, Liam Lonnergan

Clare Friel, Sheila Friel, Anna Friel, Cathal Ó Curráin

The Crown
Back Bar

7.30pm Open Session

Castleisland 
Museum

7.00pm

10.00pm

Conor Daly, Marie O’Gorman, Kate O’Gorman

Open Session

Browne’s Bar
Front

9.00pm Keelan McGrath, Alan Finn, John Paul Reynolds, Fionn 
O’Hanlon

Browne’s Bar
Back Bar

10.00pm Aaron Glancy, Timmy Flaherty, Maura O’Connor

Shoemakers
Back Bar

8.00pm

10.00pm

Mike Kelliher, Donal Cullinane, Connie O’Connell, Niamh 
Ní Charra

UCC Tradfest Battle of Band  Winners
Riona Ní Chuirrín, Kate Reilly, Ryan Murphy, Liam 
Broderick

Shoemakers
Front Bar

10:00pm Orlaith McAuliffe, Stephen McKee, Gary Curley 

The Kingdom 
Bar

6.30pm Ciara Ní Bhriain, Liam O’Brien, Eamonn Riordan

Tom McCarthy’s 
Front Bar

10.00pm Jonathan Roche, Eilis Murphy, Niamh Dalton

River Island 
Con’s Bar 
Downstairs

7:00pm

10.00pm

Open Session

Donie Nolan, Gearoid Keating, Diarmuid O Brien, Donie 
Sullivan

O’Riada’s Bar 9.00pm Peter Browne, Gerry Harrington, Paul De Grae

(Adjacent to Tom McCarthy’s Bar)



Monday 28th October
Session Trail resumes and runs until late

Hartnett’s Bar 2.00pm

7.30pm

Con Moynihan, Denis O’Connor, Joe O’Sullivan

Greta Curtin, Jessie Healy, Seán Leahy

The Crown 3.00pm Orlaith McAuliffe, Stephen McKee, Rachel Masterson, 
Sinead McKenna

Browne’s Bar
Front

3.00pm

9.00pm

John Brosnan, Mary Conroy, Tim Kerins

Paudie O Connor, Aoife Ni Chaoimh, Paul de Grae, 
Eibhlín De Paor

Shoemakers
Back Bar

3.00pm Donal Murphy, Greta Curtin, Jessie Healy

The Kingdom 
Bar

4.30pm Gearoid Keating, Connie O’Connell, Eibhlin de Paor

Tom McCarthy’s 
Front Bar

4.30pm Mick Culloty, PJ Teehan, Seán Abeyta

River Island 
Con’s Bar 
Downstairs

1:00pm Anne McAuliffe, Nicky McAuliffe, Emma O Leary

O’Riada’s Bar 3.00pm Michael Healy, Kirill Healy, Roisin O’Connor

Best Wishes fromBest Wishes from



Best Wishes from

THE 
RIVER ISLAND 

HOTEL

Main Street, Castleisland
Tel: 066-7142555

Main Street, Castleisland
Tel: 066-7142555

Best Wishes from

THE 
RIVER ISLAND 

HOTEL

THE 
RIVER ISLAND 

HOTEL

82,000



Patrick O’Keeffe Festival 
Young Musician Winners

Michael Healy, from Kilcummin, is the 
current All-Ireland Fleadh Cheoil 15–18 
Button Accordion Champion. Michael 
began his musical journey at the age of six, 
inspired by legendary accordion players 
such as Jimmy Doyle and other Sliabh 
Luachra icons like Paudie O’Connor, Bryan 
O’Leary, and Jackie Daly. He has been a 
regular participant and winner in All-Ireland 
Fleadh Cheoil competitions, excelling in 
both button accordion and melodeon.

Michael has also had the privilege of playing alongside greats like 
Jimmy Doyle and Joe O’Sullivan at the Arbutus in Killarney, this 
greatly influenced his playing. A regular participant in traditional 
music sessions in Browne’s Bar Castleisland alongside his brother 
Kirill, Michael is well known to the traditional music community in 
Sliabh Luachra. His mentors include Conor Morarty, Mike Brosnan, 
and  Padraig Buckley. Paudie O’Connor, will tutor  him in preparation 
for his performance  at the festival.

Áine Teape – Flute and Uilleann Pipes
Áine Teape hails from Ballinspittle, Co. Cork, 
and is an accomplished musician on both the 
flute and uilleann pipes. She began learning 
the flute at age eight, under the tutelage of 
renowned teachers like Rosaire Cagney, Conal 
O’Grada, and Joanne Quirke. Her passion for 
the haunting sound of the uilleann pipes led 
her to study with John Mitchell.

In 2024, Áine won the Senior Flute Slow 
Airs competition at the All-Ireland Fleadh in 
Wexford, and she continues to draw inspiration from the rich musical 
tradition of Sliabh Luachra, particularly from the works of Maurice 
O’Keeffe and Dan Herlihy.

Both Michael and Áine have chosen remarkable mentors for their 
upcoming performances at the Sliabh Luachra Concert. Michael has 
selected Paudie O’Connor, one of his early influences and a leading 
figure in Sliabh Luachra music, while Áine has chosen to work with 
Eibhlin de Paor a master of the concert flute.

Michael Healy – Accordion

The Patrick O’Keeffe Traditional Music Festival is delighted to 
announce the winners of this year’s Young Musician Award. In 
2024, the festival honors two exceptional young talents: Michael 
Healy (accordion) from Kilcummin, Co. Kerry, and Áine Teape (flute 
and uilleann pipes) from Ballinspittle, Co. Cork. Both musicians 
will perform at the highly anticipated Sliabh Luachra Concert on 
Saturday, October 26th as part of the festival.

The Young Musician Award, introduced in 2021, aims to inspire young 
musicians to immerse themselves in the rich musical traditions of 
Sliabh Luachra, promoting and preserving the unique style of music 
synonymous with the region.



John Walsh from Derrygallon, 
Kanturk, Co. Cork is nominated as the 
2024 recipient of the Patrick O’Keeffe 
Traditional Music Festival Dedication 
to the Music of Sliabh Luachra Award. 
Photograph: John Reidy  19-10-2019

Dedication to the Music of 
Sliabh Luachra Award

The festival is delighted to 
announce John Walsh as the 
chosen recipient of this years 
“Dedication to the Music of 
Sliabh Luachra Award. 

John Walsh is a fiddle 
player and composer from 
Derrygallon, near Kanturk. 
John has composed countless 
tunes which today would 
be considered staples of any 
Sliabh Luachra session. His 
tunes are played around the 
world and many a times he’s 
been confronted with people 
playing his tunes in sessions 
without anyone realising the 
composer is alive and kicking, 
and standing right beside them! 

John received a handful 
of lessons from Dan Roger 
O’Sullivan but was largely self-taught. A nephew of Sonny O’Riordan, 
who would have been a big influence on him in later years. He has 
an in depth knowledge and understanding of the notation methods 
of Patrick O’Keeffe and Tom Billy Murphy. Jackie Daly, is one of many 
leading musicians who has played John’s compositions all of the world.

John Walsh is also one of the key players that contributed to the 
founding of the Patrick O’Keeffe Traditional Music Festival. It was 
John’s persistent letter writing to RTE which eventually prompted 
Peter Browne to produce the seminal 4 part RTE Radio 1 documentary 
on Patrick O’Keeffe in early 1993. Titled “The Last of the Great Fiddle 
Masters” it focused on the life and times of Patrick O’Keeffe. The 
documentary coincided with the 30th anniversary of his death. The 
documentary provided the impetus and inspiration for the festival, 
which was held for the first time in 1993. 

In Peter’s words “In late 1992 when John Walsh, an RTÉ worker in 
the southern area and a fine fiddle-player and composer of tunes, 
suggested to me that a programme be done on Pádraig’s life and 
times, the reason being that a good number of his pupils were now 
themselves in the autumn of their lives and the memories of Pádraig 
should be saved. I can say for John that he persisted until a visit was 
made and I spoke to four of Pádraig’s pupils for about half an hour 
each one night in Tom Fleming’s pub in Scartaglen. These men, Sonny 
Riordan, Mickey Duggan, Paddy O’Connell and Páidi Gleeson spoke 
lovingly and warmly of their fiddle teacher and it now seemed that the 
complete story should be looked at - no-one could leave it at that.” 

John has attended most if not all of the iterations of the festival. While 
usually preferring to exist in the background and behind the scenes 
the festival committee believe it is well time to honour the immense 
contribution this man has made to the music of Sliabh Luachra. The 
award will be presented on Saturday the 26th of October at 8pm in The 
River Island Hotel.



Phil Skehan, Accounts,  Divanes Kerry 1954-2024 presenting a sponsorship package 
to Cormac O’Mahony, chairman of the Patrick O’Keeffe Traditional Music Festival 
at the Stanley Divane Pavilion in Castleisland. Included are, Seated: Denis Divane, 
Dealer Principal, Divanes Kerry; Cormac O’Mahony and Phil Skehan, Conor 
O’Mahony, festival PRO and Jerome ‘Fagin’ Hartnett, festival treasurer. Back row: 
Pats Broderick, festival founder member; Paul Langston, Sales, Divanes Kerry; 
Kathleen Daly, Service office, Divanes Kerry and John O’Leary, Technical Support 
Divanes Kerry. Photograph: John Reidy 16-10-2024

DDiivvaanneess
KerryKerry

DDiivvaanneess
KerryKerry

066 7141253
www.divane.ie

Volkswagen Financial Services
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a trusted name in the motor trade down through the years.
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63 Main Street
(over O’Briens 
Lighting)
Tel: 066 71 42609

WALSH BROS.
ELECTRICAL

55 MAIN ST, 
CASTLEISLAND
066 7141633

Best of Luck from

Moloneys Moloneys 
BakeryBakery

Tangney’s
Funeral Home

CASTLEISLAND
---

MOTOR 
FACTORS

Best wishes from

No Free Travel
For OAPs Here

Every Success from

Mac’s Auto 
Parts & Anne 
Mac’s TOPAZ 

Garage

Tralee Rd., 
Castleisland

Castleisland
Tool Hire

Barrack St, 
Castleisland

Sales & Service Hire
Bike & Lawnmower Repairs

Barth Hickey 
T: 066 714 3783

Farm Relief Services
Available in Kerry

066 7141099
info@frskerry.ie

• Relief Milking
• Dairy Relief Work
• Calf Rearing
• General Farm Work
• Freeze Branding
• Pregnancy Scanning
• Hoof Care
• De-Horning
• Farm Fencing

(Cows & Sheep)



Jessica O Sullivan
T: 087399 5362

E: info@josskinandbeauty.ie

JOS 
Skin & Beauty

Best of Luck from

TOMO BURKE
ELECTRICAL

Stuart & Co. Auctioneers & Valuers
119 Main Street, 
Castleisland, Co. Kerry.
T 066 7141199 
F 066 7141266 
E info@stuartauctioneers.com

www.stuartauctioneers.com 

119 Main Street, Castleisland, Co. Kerry
T: 066 714 1199

E: laura@stuartauctioneers.com

Best wishes to 
Patrick O’Keefe Festival

GARRETT MCCARTHY

Hedge Cutting,  
Lime Spreading, 

Septic Tank Cleaning

mob: 087 246 7265

Best Wishes 
to the festival from

FLOR LYNCH

Moanmore, Castleisland

BUILDING CONTRACTOR

CORMAC O’MAHONY
Free to Air
Satellite TV
No Bills TV
T: 087 273 1441

TV Aerial, Sky & Satellite 
Repair Service

111 Main St. Castleisland
Tel: 087 460 3552

Skin |  Nails | Beauty



Tel: 087 2056150
Email: charliefarrelly@ymail.com

Cllr. Charlie
Farrelly

INDEPENDENT

c/o The Carnegie Building,
Upper Main Street,

Castleisland, Co. Kerry

HEALY-RAE
Cllr JACKIE

Independent
Councillor

087-9464425
jackie@healyrae.ie

Kilgarvan, Co. Kerry
 

Castleisland
Electoral Area
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HEALY-RAE
Cllr JACKIE

Independent
Councillor
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Kilgarvan, Co. Kerry
 

Castleisland
Electoral Area

CASTLE LIGHTING & INTERIORS
IRELAND’S LARGEST LIGHTING 

SHOWROOMS

066 7142100  
kerrylighting@eircom.net  

www.castlelighting.com

ONLY AT BROWNES FOR QUALITY, VALUE AND SERVICE

✓ Cubicles
✓	Feeding Barriers
✓ Cowmats
✓ Crush Gates
✓ Pre drilled Crush Poles
✓ Circular Feeders
✓ Cubicle lime Master Cal
 and Cubisan, small and big bags
✓ Galavanised piping all sizes
✓ Galvanised gates all sizes and mesh
 & yard gates
✓ Paling posts, creosoted and tanalised.
 Also Red wood
✓ All fencing accessories
✓ Fuels, coal, briquettes, timber
✓ Water troughs, concrete and plastic
✓ Mineral licks for all purposes
✓ Larges stock of steel under cover in Munster
✓  Sheds cut to your spec and you weld and erect
✓ Timber merchants
✓ We deliver
✓ Quotation without obligation to buy
✓ We cut keys
✓	We mix paint.

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 8AM - 6PM

CAHEREENS, CASTLEISLAND. Tel (066) 7141560 • Fax (066) 7142270

Dental Surgeon
Anne Lyons
B.D.S. (N.U.I.)
Market Cross,
Castleisland

Phone: 066 7142488

FLOR LYNCH
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

CROWLEY’S 
CHEMIST

MAIN STREET,
CASTLEISLAND



CASTLEISLAND CO-OP
LIVESTOCK MART LTD

Tralee Road, Castleisland,  
Co. Kerry V92 RV08
Tel: 066 7143045 
Brian Mob: 087 3219463
Email: briansmowers@yahoo.ie
Find us on Facebook 

Brian O’Neill
CHAINSAW & LAWNMOWER CENTRE
Sales & Repair of all Equipment

AHERNS GARAGE
Limerick Road

Castleisland

tel: 066-7143000

MAIN DEALER

THE CRUMB

066-7141297
Upr. Main St.

We would like to thank the following supporters:
EAMON O’CONNOR - POWEREEN

DAVID A. GEANEY
EOGHAN O’SULLIVAN
DERMOT MCCARTHY
BRENDAN HERBERT
PAMALA GHROREL

BRIDGET DALY

(066) 714 1268
www.lyonsins.ie

Pat’s Barbers
Island Centre, 
Castleisland



Mobile: 087-9860441
Email: fionnanfitzgerald@gmail.com

Kerry County Council

Cllr. Fionnán

Fitzgerald

 74 Main St, Castleisland
066 7143417  | boulacatering@gamil.com

Coffee Loyalty Card

424278_Eileens Bakery Coffee Loyalty Card v2.indd   1 25/09/2020   09:21

Best Wishes from

Tel: (066) 714 1189
76 Main Street, Castleisland

Snow White 
Dry Cleaners & Laundry

forgecastleisland@gmail.com
087 280 1052

JACKIE 
REIDY

MENSWEAR
CASTLEISLAND

Thomas
Bastible
CHARTERED

ACCOUNTANTS

066 714 2249

Best of Luck 
from

Diamonds
Forever

1st Floor Kealgorm House
Limerick Road, Castleisland

066 714 43640
www.tmp.ie

Best of Luck 
from

Diamonds
Forever



Best Wishes From 
Bridge View 

Pet Grooming 
& Kennels

mob: 087 125 4087

Best of Luck From
Puis Fleming 

Veterinary
Church St, Castleisland

Tel. (066)7141708

For consultation and advice on: 
• Planning and Housing 
• Water Services 
• Environmental Services
• Social Welfare
• Grants

Cllr Bobby O'Connell 

Mobile: 087 2250177
Email: cllrbobby.oconnell@gmail.com

Patrick O’ Connell
Solicitors

Main Street, 
Castleisland

Best wishes 
From

Tel: 066 7142179
Email:

sales@walshcolourprint.com

Cara Credit Union Ltd
are delighted to play their 

part in sponsoring the 32nd 
Patrick O’Keeffe Traditional 

Music Festival.

Best of luck to all involved in 
this fantastic event, from all 

the team in Cara Credit Union 
Castleisland

 A sincere thank you to  
all our supporters 



 A sincere thank you to  
all our supporters 

We would like to thank Castleisland 
Chamber Alliance for their support 
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